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MINISTER'S TOPIC 
Lay Hold of Life Today 

We always intend to be some-
thing, to go somewhere, to do some-
thing. We are so busy, so poor, or 
so engaged t h a t we can' t realize 
our hope, our dream, our life. 

'People say, "When the children 
are schooled, then, yes then, well 
then, we will enter into life." But 
they seldom do. Polk say, "Not now, 
but next year our web of circum-
stances will be unwound. We will 
be free, then in tha t new clearing, 
there we will .live." 

But clouds re tu rn a f te r t h e rain, 
new cares, new problems, new sor-
rows. Hope sees a s ta r but cares e n -
gulf it and life's cruel s t ream 
flows on and on. 

"I will wait till my ship comes 
in," they say. Yes, they defer living, 
they sing of the sweet by and by, 
they intend to take the t r ip but 
must wait a more favorable day. 
Always postponing, o f ten defer -
ring, generally casting asttde for 
some action. 

This procrastination, this t rage-
dy, this astoninhing sin is yours, 
it is your number, it has your meas-
ure. Do you live today, physically, 
mentally, spiritually? Do you lay 
hold of life THIS day? From the 
sun rise to the appearing of the 
evening star, ha.s work and p 'ay 
and soul each had its port ion? 
Have your lived TOOAY? 

"We say we are worried and 
fretted today, let us borrow from 
another sun rise, for tomorrow, yes 
tomorrow, our joy, s 0 o f ten in the 
future tense, a reaching out, a 
locking forward, a postponing, a 
compromise with time and life and 
destiny. WHY NOT LAY HOLD 

OF LIFE TODAY? Live now, it 's 
our only chance. T H I S day, T H I S 
hour, let us lay hold of life T O -
DAY. 

Don't postpone the joy, the work, 
the play, God and your soul. Cease 
dreaming about tomorrow, t h a t you 
may never have, today is vouch-
safed for you, then make today a 
minia ture life. These twenty- four 
hours I shall rest and work and 
laugh and enrich my soul. The s-un 
will set some day but your house 
will be vacant , come then, LAY 
HOLD O F LIFE TODAY. 

Write t h i s ep i t aph where wrecks 
have strewn the highway of life, 
" In tent ions were good, however, 
they were always seeking a more 
convenient day. They perished, h a v -
ing failed to lay hold of life to-
day." 

Never put off till tomorrow wha t 
you can do today, is a good old 
adage, but do today those things 
tha t /nake life full a n d rich and 
complete. Laugh today, love today, 
exercise kindness now, feed the soul 
before the sun is up, remember 
your Creator in the living present. 
IIAY HOLD O F LIFE TODAY. 

Life is the journey between two 
eternities, life is supply and waste, 
life is to contact your environments . 
Life is more, life is opportuni ty a n d 
reward. You eat then you are 
strong, you ' sleep t h e n you are 
rested, you work then you are paid. 

You wa^k in the way and there 
no wild beasts molest, you dwell in 
green pastures and your soul lives. 
You .fling yourself in the bitter 
struggle for right and verily re-
ward is in the deed, satisfaction 
of duty is a hero's pay. 

'Cease to promise both God and 
























