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SUMMARY CF SERLON
JAN. 16TH, 19244

FOR WHAT IS A MAN PROF-

ITED, IF HIE SHOULD GAIN
THE WHOLE WORLD, AND

LOSE HIS OWN SOCUL? MATT.
16.26.

This is one of tlic most serious
ot all words spoken by the Mas-
ter. It stands superiative, in a
cluster of the most pungent =nd
searching of all of our Lord's
utterances. Jesus is not speaking
to the masses, he doesn't address
the crowd, it i3 as though he
singled out Nicodemus or the
laswwyer or the young Ruler and
personally and alone propounded
to them the unanswerable ques-
tion asked twice, as the latter
half of Verse 26 reads, or what
would a man give in exchange for
his soul? If a man has made a
bad bargain and lost his soul,
what does man possess that could
be offered to buy back his own
soul? Christ is the only answer,
for man has nothing to offer. If a
man’'s soul is of more value than
all the world, herein is
the teaching of Christ) then a
man is silly and unworthy of the
dignity of man if he barters his
soul for less than the whole
world. Satan was conversant of
these values for in Matt. 4.8 we
read that after the baptism of
Jesus the Devil taketh him up in-
to an exceeding high mountain
and showeth him all the kingdoms
of the world and the glory of
them; and offered them all to
the Son of God in exchange for
his worship.

But no one ever did gain the
world, that is impossible! So
what are we to understand hy
this scripture. It may not bhe the

(wihich

laiid or the seas that are referred
to here, but it evidently is the
heart’s desire. Man was made for
God, and all lands and seas are
but stepping stones to support
man on his homeward journecy.
Jesus would say, it costs too much
to amass a fortune, for a fortune
is not the goal of life. Whoever
sets themselves to gain the world
must give their all, and that all is
what is required by God. All thy
heart, all thy soul and all thy
mind. Matt. 22.37.

This secripture implies the pos-
sibility of losing the soul. Of los-
ing the soul! A soul is lost when
it is demoted, lowered, degraded,
engaged in some occupation low-
er, and inferior to that for
which it was created or designed.
Jesus came to lift men out of the
pif and establish their goings. If
a man has ability to live an ex-
emplary life, but spends his days
selling beer, he has lcet his soul;
if @ man has a ialent and wraps
it in a ropkin and hides it from
usefviners, he has lost his soul. If
has any God given gift
and refuses or neglects to use it
for the glory of God and the good
of man, he has lost his soul. Re-
mermber the rich farmer that was
o enough in home and body
and stomach, and whe had fond
dreams  of mighty harvests and
large harns, and then, of idleness
and pleasure, eat, drink and be
merry, but between the nightfall
and the morning hour a messen-
ger called for his soul. Luke
12.19.

Jesus used the figure of profit

norun

ond loss, a figure well under-
stood wherever men seek for
gain. Again it is the superlative,

it is a picture of somecthing that
never happened snl never can
: “v v if a man has lost his
















































